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Events for students & university members: 
Mass & Services: 

Monday:  Mass at 8am at the Missionaries of 
Charity  House, Seel St. University members are 
welcome to attend. 
Tuesday Morning Prayer & Breakfast, 8am * 
Mass 5.30pm* 
Wednesday Morning Prayer & Breakfast, 8am*;  
Mass 5.30pm* 
Thursday Mass 6pm, with Adoration and shared 
supper * 
*In the chaplaincy, entrance Blackburne Place.  

 

On Tuesday we will 

welcome Archbishop 

Patrick Kelly, former 

Archbishop of 

Liverpool (1996-

2012). He will be 

giving us a talk on 

the Eucharist at 7pm in the Chaplaincy. There will 

be plenty of opportunity for questions & 

discussion. He will also be joining us for Mass at 

5.30pm. Should be a great night!  
 

Student Residential Accommodation at the Chaplaincy. The 

Chaplaincy is home to up to 4 students and the chaplaincy assistant, as 

well as Fr Neil. Student residents are in year 2 or above, and are actively 

involved in the life of the chaplaincy and CathSoc. If you think you 

might be interested in staying in the chaplaincy next year, please come 

and have a chat with Fr Neil. 

 
If anyone has never made their First Communion, 

received Confirmation, or the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, of if anyone is not Catholic but might 
be interested in becoming one, please see Fr Neil! 

 

Music Group members  
(and potential members) 
On Saturday 16th November, 11am- 4.30pm,  singer and 

songwriter Jo Wallace is coming to lead a day of training and 

support for all members of the music group. We are 

fortunate to be able to benefit from her experience and gifts! 

Please let Radka know if you are coming (please bring 

sandwich lunch) 

 

In February this year we had a fantastic 

at Sandymount Retreat House. The weekend away is an 

annual event and is in many ways the highlight of the 

chaplaincy year. Next year our weekend away will take 

place 7th-9th February, at Theodore House, a new 

retreat/conference centre next to Stoneyhurst College in 

the beautiful Lancashire Countryside. The Dominican 

Sisters of St Cecilia, who were so popular with you all 

this year, will again be coming to lead the retreat. Put the 

dates in your diary now! 
Cost  for Cathoc members £42; non CathSoc members £60 

 

 

Today is Remembrance Sunday, in which we recall the 

sacrifice made by all those who died in war, in the 

service of peace. It is in no way a glorification of war, 

which is always a tragedy, nor is it an exaltation of one 

‘side’ over another. Of course we recall those from the 

parish of St Philip Neri who fell in the 2 world wars. 

Remembrance Sunday falls in the month of November, 

which is for Catholics traditionally the month in which 

we pray for all the dead, especially those known to us. 

Next Sunday during Mass you will be able to write out a 

list of people who have passed away that you wish to 

pray for; these will be placed in front of the altar at Mass 

for the remainder of the month.  

 
The University Of Liverpool will hold a Service of 
Remembrance on Monday, 11 November to honour staff and 
students who died in the First and Second World Wars and 
other conflicts.The service will take place at the Victoria 
Gallery and Museum. Staff and students who wish to join the 
service should gather near the memorial on the ground floor of 
the building at 10.45am. 

 
Please take this newsletter with you when you go! 
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“Now he is God, not of 
the dead, but of the 
living (Lk 20:38)” 

Chaplaincy Assistant Ciarán McConnell 

offers us the following reflection: 

It can be incredibly daunting, when the need arises, 

to stand up for what we, as the Church, believe in. 

This is especially the case nowadays when the most 

vocal in our society sometimes espouse the opposite 

view. It can be even more difficult, seemingly 

impossible, when people we love and care about are 

among them. I have lost count of the times in an 

average week when I’ve seen Facebook and Twitter 

posts from friends, sometimes very close friends, of 

mine expressing opinions, beliefs and ideas which 

run entirely contrary my understanding of the very 

nature of existence. Matters of faith, freedom of 

religion, freedom of expression, the sanctity and 

inviolability of life and so much more. I have also 

lost count of how many times my cursor has hovered 

over the ‘comment’ box only to, invariably move to 

the scroll bar. Once or twice it may, I’m ashamed to 

say, it has made its way to the ‘hide’ button; out of 

sight, out of mind. The fear of causing a row, of 

upsetting people you care about, of losing friends 

and of being branded something you know in your 

heart that you are not can all contribute to remaining 

silent in instances like the ones above - and maybe 

even to consent by silence (‘qui tacet consentire 

videtur’ – a little bit of Latin for Rodolfo). This is 

only exacerbated when we see those who do find the 

strength to raise their head above the parapet 

savaged with vitriol and venom for simply 

expressing, in one way or another, the love of God, 

the grace of Jesus Christ and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit. Each time we see this it is more and 

more tempting to ‘say nothing’, to ‘pray about it’ 

(which we must do in any case as St Paul tells us in 

the second reading) and to act ‘under the radar’. 

Today’s first reading tells us of the fate of seven 

brothers (or the first four at least – the other three’s 

fate is described later in the second book of 

Maccabees.) Each in turn endures unimaginable 

torture, compelled to conform by the king whose 

indignation and astonishment grows with each 

brother’s refusal to comply. Whilst we can likely 

never begin to imagine the excruciating pain the 

brothers are said to have experienced, it may be far 

easier for us to identify with their experience of the 

state, or some other temporal authority, demanding 

obedience in contravention of the “Law of our 

ancestors”. 

As the fourth brother in the Gospel (or seventh 

overall) saw each of his brothers dispatched, each 

one in more harrowing fashion than the last and 

knowing worse would befall him, he took heart. 

“Ours is the better choice […] relying on God’s 

promise that we shall be raised up by him (2 Mac 

7:14)”. Just as he and his brother’s took courage in 

that promise so too can we. 

So too in St Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians 

he encourages them (and us) by reminding them that 

God has “given us his love and, through his grace, 

such inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope (2 

Thess 2:16)” and beseeches him to “strengthen” his 

people “in everything good that [they] do or say”. 

And yes he encourages us to pray. To pray that we 

may be “preserved from […] bigoted and evil 

people (3:3)” and that the message of Christ will be 

spread and received quickly. Prayer is, of course, of 

paramount importance but so is action and in his 

faithfulness the Lord gives us strength for that. 

It can perhaps take the most strength when those 

views that are contrary to the truth come from within 

the body of the Church itself. St Paul accounts for 

those who have not been given faith but not for 

those who have. In today’s Gospel Jesus encounters 

some Sadducees - learned men, priests, men who 

could quote Moses - denying the resurrection. Jesus 

doesn’t ‘say nothing’; he doesn’t shy away. He tells 

them “Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the 

living; for to him all men are in fact alive.” It is for 

us to ensure that Christ’s message is alive in us. 

God bless you,  

Ciarán 
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